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His MAJESTIES molt: Gracieus SPRF CH, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
Have thought the time very long fince We parted lift, and would not hays de. 
Hou your Meeting by ſo many Prorogations , if I could well have wet you 
ooner, | 
The part which I have had this Summer in the preſervation of Our'Neighbours, 
andthe well: ſecuring what was left of Flanders , x [uficiently known, and ac- 
knowledged by all that are abroad; and though for this cauſe I have been obliged 
10 keep wp My Troops (without which Onr Neighbours had abſolutely deſpaired ) 
Jet both the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation have been' ſo-far improved by it, 
that T am confident no man here will repine at it, or think the Money raiſed for 
| their Pisbanding, to have been it employed in their continnances .andct da a//ure 
0K 1 am ſo much more out of Purſe for the Service, that 1 do exped you ould 


upply 3t, | | 
/ Fey w far it may be neceſſary ( conſidering the preſent State of Chriſtendom) to 
reduce the Land and Sea Forces, or towhat degree, is worthy of al Our ſertows 

| conſiderations. | 
1 now intend to acquaint you (as T ſhall always do with any thing that cons 


cerns Me) that I have been informed of a Deſign againſt my Perſon, by the Jes 

ſnites,of which1ſl all forbear anyOpinion,leſt Imay ſeem to ſay too much or t00 [ite 
| tle, but Iwill leave the maiter to the Law , and in the mean time will tahe as 

much care ag 1 can to prevent all manner of praGiſe; by that ſort of men, und 

of others too who have been tampering in a high degree with Foreigners , and 
) Contriving how to introduce Popery amongſt us, | 

1 jhall conclude with the Recommending to you my other Concerns, 
 1Thavedbeen unter great Diſ, apointments by the Defects of thePoll-Bill, 

My Retenne is under great Amicipations, and at the beft, was mever equall 
t0 1h, conflaxt and neceſſary Expence of the Government , whereof T intend to 
have th; whole State laid before you, and require you to look into it, and conſider 
of it , withthat Duty aud AffeFion , which I am ſure 1 ſhall always find from 


You, 6 | 


The ict] leave to the Chancellor, 


The 


<4) 
| Fhe Lord Chancellors Se EE <n to both Houſes of 


Parliament, 


My Lerds, and you the Kgights, Citizens ard 
Burgefles of the Houle of Commons. 


liament, how neceffary He counts it to Him, and how ſafe He thinks 
Himſelf in it, is evident by this, that He hath. not ſuffered you all 
this Year to be out of His reach, but hath continued: you from time to time 
by a Succeſſion cf little and ſhort Prorogations,. And without all peradvenz 
ture we had ſooner met, if it had b en poſſible for-us totake right meaſures 
here, without a full knowledge of the ſtate and condition of our Neighbors, 

The cloſe and period of the laſt Settion is very. memorable, for it may ſeem 
perhaps tu fuine to haveended with very diff-rent, if not contrary counſels 
and ſuppiie*, tendipg both to war and j:eace : But yet they who loik more 
nearly ioto tie na'ter, ſhall find tha! this incertainry proceeded n«4 from 
any unſteacineſs at home, but trom hc mutability of Aﬀairs abroad, every 
Week almoſt pruducing leveral arid contrary appearances, 

The ſame incertaint:es of counſels and events abroad continued for the 
moſt part cf r]I1} Summer, Ove whije the parties exhauſted by the war ſees 
med io be wiliing to accept auy peace their Enemies would give 5 and there 
wanted nat thoſe among them who made uſe ofthe imputicace of their peo- 
ple to neceflitate them to it. 

Another white the performance of the conditions offered, became ſo doubt» 
ful, and was at laſt explained in a manner [-» vaſtly different from the ful 
propoſals, that deſpair begot new reſo/uri--ns of continuing the war, 
| In thewid(t of theſe miſerable perylexities and confuahons , His Majeſty 
was daily ſollictted with the higheſt impirtunities, and t'-e moſt earnett ſups 
pitcations that were poſlib'e, n:.t to disband the Troops He had ra'ſed 5 and 
rt only fo, but thu He would itil continue to ſend over more and morevuf 
his Troops, and to augment rhe Forces which he had already abroad, 

Fhey did as go0d as tell Him plainly, that it was from the reputar ion of His 
alliance that any Ovyertures of peace had been male at all, and that it wis 
from the continuance of His arms that any fair performance could be expe- 


ed, 
They 
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They prayed His Majeſty to confider, that if He thought it exoediene to 
obtain ſome kind of relpit or breathing-time for the Spaniſh Netherlands, or 
to ſecure any kind of Frontier or Barrier, between them arid their too pow? 
erful Neighbours all this and more, very much mote , perhaps no leſs than 
the ſafety of Chriſtendom, would entirely depend upon His Majeſties prez 
ſerving Himſelf ia that conſiderable poſture boih by Sea and Land , wherein 
He then was, ' 

There was no reſiſting ſuch repeated interceſſions3 and though His Adijeſt y 
ſaw wel] enough that hiscomp'ying with thele defires would eng3ge Him in 
an expence far beyond what He was then provided for, yet He could not 
poſſiblydecline the Charge , nor refuſe to undergo the difficulties, And 
now, whatever thecoſt of all this may amount co, yet neither His Majeſty 
nor His people will have any cauſe to repent it, when they (ball conſider char 
it hath already produced ſuch great and good effetts to H's Aajefties Allies, 
and ſo much honour to the whole Nation, that whatſoever is ſaved of F/an» 
ders, is now acknowledged by all the world , to be wholly due to His Maje- 
ſtics interpoſition, 

And though the peace which fince hath followed, be very far from ſuch a 
peace a» His Maj-ity could have wiſh, yet 'tis{ucha peace as His Neighbours 
were relu'v-d to have:No obiigatioas they la; under toinfilt upon a better 
peace, No co:jun'thn ith His Majeſty, Nonor the Offers to declare war 
on their behalts, it they 4-1 e it, could prevail with them , or keep them 
from betag wr ugnt i-PON . the ill Arts of thoſe who &-3 raiſed unre:ſonge 
ble jeaſouies amongſt thim, and then cauſed chem io | +411 > themſelyes 
In:+. a peace. : 

Th.is you ſee at once, not onely the neceſſity which His Aajcſty hid to 
centiaue H.. Troops io pay, but likewiſe the benefits and advantages which 
have come of it, 

Lec rv man wonder then, if: he Money given toward this Dighanding have 
been applied toward the pryment if the Army as faras it would go, There 


nede no excuſe fur that which was inevitabie. 
The provition wh'« h was made for paying off the Army, went no further 


| thaneill the laſt of June for part, arid the latt ot Angaſifor the reſt 3 but the 


Fleet was provid:d for onely till the Fitth of June, lo that the continuation 
ot the Fleet and drivy from that time was wholly upoa His 4ajelties 


Cha:cye, 


Ard as this was an Fxpence ſo abſvlutely Neceſſary to our own lIntereſt,in = 


the Preſervation ut our Neighbours, that His Majeſty could not with avy 
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i4>20ur cr Safety to Himſclt have avoided its fo the ſervice which hath been 
done by.this means to a great part «> Chriſtendom, 1s ſo univerſally 
acknowledged, thit you cannot but be wellpleafed to have your ſhare jn 
the Honour of it, and be willing to defray the reft of the charges which 
hath far excceded all that wasgiven by that AC, ; | 

And His Majeſty hath found Himſelf mm greater ſtraits then He could 

haveimagined, by the unexpeted Deficiency of the Fol-Bi!: : For where- 
as it was made a Fords of cre it for Three hund:ed thouſand pound, belides 
a further credit for (ſtores , The Prcdud cf that At hath fallen ſo ſtrange- 
ly (hi r« of what the Parliament expected from it, that 1c huh not raifed that 
ſum cf money by a great deal, which was allowed to be brrroweduapon : 5 
_ And by this means they who have furnifhe ſtores upon the Credit of that 
At ,will be in danger to be very great Loſers; unleſs you are pleaſed tv 
take ſome care of them, | | 

Thus you have ſhorily an account of what hath been doing abroad , and 
the charge of its Tis nc high time to look alittle. nearer Home 5.-4gd 
ſurely in that ſtate of things to which they are now reduced , "ris Vifible 
and plain enough what mult be our bulinefs for the time tocome. 

Firſt, We mult lock to cur ſelves , and provide for our own fafaty ; For 
that which the Confederates ackacwledg with thanks, We may beſure 
hath a quite diff-renat Reſentment in other places, And in order to this , 
care muſt be taken ſo to ſtrengthen Our ſelves both at home andabroad , 
that they who ſee us ina Firm and well ſettled eftaze , may have ao hopes 
to ſurprize, nor any temptation to rake an attempt upon us. And herein 
it will be neceſſary to take notice of what His Majeſty hath recommended 
to you, and to weigh very well the importance of reducing the ſea and land 
ferces, and the conſequences which my attend ſuch areducement : For 
this be ailur'd, that nothing in the World would more gratifie our Enemies, 
then to {ce us afraid of maintaining our ſelves in a poſture of defence, which 
is the one]y poſture they are afraid to find us1D, 

and that the fears of Popery may not too much diſquict you, be pleaſe 

to confider,t hat you have one ſecurity more, ſince that which was alwayes | 

ine Intereit of His 47sjeſtizs tonour and Confeience, 1s now become the In- 

rereſt of His Perfon too, to proteCt the Proteſtant Religion,and to prevent the 

{warming of ſeminary Prieſts, For His Majceſtie hath told you, that he hath 

Jarc'y received information of deſigis agatoſt hisoa'n life by the Jeſuits, Ani ( 

th. egh he coth in noſort prejudge the perſons accus'd,yet the {trictenquiryin - + 
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tothis . matter hath been a means to. diſcover ſo many cther unwarrantable 
Practices of theirs, that His 444jeſty hath reaſon to look to themy, 

N orare theſe kind of men the onely Faftors for Romezbut there are found 
among the laity alſo ſome who have made themſelves Agitatorsto promote 
the Intereſts of a Forreign Religion, who meddle with matters of State and 
Parliament, and carry on their pernicious deſigns by a moſt dangerous cor- 
refpondencie with Foreign Nations, | 

What kind of Proceſs.the proof will b:ar , and to how'high a degree the 
Extent and nature of theſe crimes will riſe,is under conſiderations, and wil: 
be fully lefe to the courſe of Law. 

[In the next place, let us carefu'ly ayoid all differences amongſtOur ſelves,all 
manner of claſhing about juriſditions, and all diſputes of ſuch a nature as can 
never end in any accommodation. For this is [ti!] what our Enemicswould wiſh, 
who would be glad to ſee us Ruined, without their being at the charge of it. 

And therefore we maſt now above all other times labour toſhew the 
Worid the moſt effe&nal). Significations of Our Loyalty an:! Dury that we 
are able to expreſs :. For nothing in the Worid can more diſcouragecur 
Enemies , as on the contrary nothing does or can ſo Ripen a Nation for de- 
ſtruſtion asto be obſerv'd to Diſtruſt their own Government. Be plea('d 
then now to take occaſion to manifeſt ſuch a Zeal for the Goverameant, as to 
look into the State of that Revenue which ſhould ſupport the Gonſtant ang 
Neceflarie Charge of it, and to ſee that it be made equal to it, 

There are many Motives ta oblige us to this InſpeCtion; Firſt you ſee the 
king expetts it, &then again you cannot but ſee,that nothing is or can be of a 
morePublickConfideration,than to ſupport the dignity of theGrownz which 
Is 10 truth the dignity of theNation. beſides'tis unſafe as well as diſhonourable 
that theKiogsRevenue ſhould fall ſhort offAlis moſt receſſary& moſt unavoy- 
dable expences. 

And it upon adue examination it ſhall be made appear to you,that though 
there had been no diminution of the cuſtoms, y et no thriit or conduct in the 
world cauld ever makethe revenue able to anſwer the certain charge of the 
Gorernment,much leſs to diſcharge thoſe anticipations which lie heavy up- 
on it; howcanit be poſſible for it toſupply thoſe contingencies waich hzp- 
peneven intimes of Peace, and which can never be brought under any Re- 
pulation or Eſtabliſhment, 

You may be ſure, a Great andGeoerous Prince wou'd be glad, by goodMa: 
nagery, to have wherewithal to exerciſe His Royal Bounty- Put cur Neigh 
buurs have found a way. to preventall that: For their vaſt preparations pu 
His Majeſ ie upon a vaſt expence, to preſerve Himſelſand us : My" 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

You now find the King involv'd in difficulties as great, and without your 
aſitavce, as inſuperable, as ever any go erament did labour under, 

Ard yet His Majeſtic doth not think that there need many 'words to bes 
ſpezk your zeal and Induſtry in Hs Service: For 'he things themielves now 
ſpeak, ard peak aloud, The publick and the private inrereft do both per- 
{wade thaſame things, and are, and ought to be mighty in pe:C{.valio 1. 

If the honour and ſatery of your countrey, and, which is next to that, the 
concerns of your own familtesand polterities, cann' t awaken your utmoſt 
care to preſe:ve that government which only can preſerve you and yours, 
21) other diſcourſes wiilbe ro no purpoſe, 

There can be no difficulttes at allro them who take delight in ſerving cf 
the King ard their countrey, ard love the occaſions of ſhewing it, 

* $: Ch #16 a] here, But though the King have had for many years a large 
and tu:l err-r;ence ot yuurduty , yet there never was a time like this to 
tre your aff:ctions, 

There is to i:range 2 concurrence of 1l| accidents at this time, that it tis not 
to be wencered at, if ſome very honeſt and good men begin to have trous 
bled and thoughtful hearts, Yet that which is infinitely to be Jamented, 
js, Thar malicious men toc,begin to work upon this occaſi_ n, and are in 
no ſma'l hopes to raiſe aſtorm that nothing ſhall be able to allay. 

If you can reſcue the Kirgs zffairs trom ſucha tewpet 3s this 3 If you can 
weather this ſtorm,and fteer the veſſel into harbour z If you can find a 
way to quiet the Apprehenſions of thoſe who mean weil, without-beipg car- 
ried away by the paſlicns of others, who mean ill; If you can prevent the 
Deſigns of thoſe without-doors, who ſtudy nothing elle but how to diſtract 
your counſels, and to diſturb all your proceedings: Theo ycu will have 


performed as great and as ſeaſonable a piece of oh to the King as ever 1 


yet he fiocd in need c|, 

and whenthe world fhall fee, that nothing hath been able to diſappoint 
the King o: the Aftiſtance , He had reaſon to hope from this Seffions but 
that there is a right underſtanding between the Kiog and his Parliament, 
ard that again ſt:cogthned and 1ncreaſed by new Evidences of your Duty 
and 4ttcion, and raiſed above all Poflibility of being interrupted, 

Theo ſhall the King be poſſeſſed of that erue G'o.y which others vaioly 
purſue,the Gl.ry of Reigniog ip the Hearts of His People, 


Thenſha | the Peop'e be poſſeſſed of as much Felicity as this world is . 


capable cf : Ard you ſha'l have the perpetua) honour and ſatisfaticn of 


havi g bcen the meansto procure ſo much ſolid and laſting Good to your | 


Countr:y, as the Eitabl:ſhment of the Peace a»d Tranquillity of this King 
cum 22d conſequently of all His Majeſties Dominions. 
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